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WATERBURY — A pair of
prominent city officials of
Puerto Rican heritage will
shortly visit the U.S. island
territory to distribute aid,
taking along Sen. Joan V.
Hartley, D-15th District. 

City Alderman Victor
Lopez and State Rep. Geraldo
Reyes, D-75th District, will
travel Jan. 31 and return Feb.
5. The pair have been busy
raising funds and relief sup-
plies for the U.S. island terri-
tory following a devastating
hurricane hit in September.

Lopez and Reyes are timing
their visit to meet five ship-
ping containers of relief sup-
plies collected in Connecticut.
Waterbury donations filled
four of the containers. 

Hurricane Maria struck
Puerto Rico on Sept. 20 as a
category 4, just days after
Hurricane Irma, and is con-

sidered the worst natural dis-
aster in the island’s history.
The hurricane left millions
homeless or without power. 

This will be the second re-
lief run for Reyes. It will be
Lopez’s first visit to his home
territory since the hurricane.
The distribution points in-
clude his hometown of Ad-
juntas. 

“I’m going home to deliver
the most needed items to my
family and friends, my neigh-
borhood, where I came
from,” Lopez said. “It gives
me a great sense of pride.”

Lopez moved to Waterbury
with his family at age 14. He’s
since become a busy civic
leader. In addition to being a
city aldermen, he heads the
Hispanic Coalition of Greater
Waterbury. Recent months
have been filled with efforts
to provide shelter, clothing
and support for hundreds of
Puerto Ricans pushed to Wa-
terbury by the hurricane. 

The city hosts a large Puer-
to Rican population. About
one-third of the city’s 110,000
residents are Hispanic, most
of whom are of Puerto Rican
heritage, Lopez said. There
has been an outpouring of
support from local Puerto Ri-
cans and their supporters for
the island. 

Hartley has lent her sup-
port to local relief drives.
She’s scheduled to arrive in
Puerto Rico on Rico Feb. 2.
She’s volunteered with chari-
table missions previously,
most recently a 2016 home-
building trip to a Lakota Na-
tive American reservation.
She said it’s important for her
to see the problems firsthand,
and she’s eager to lend some
elbow grease. 

“Of course I want to see it,”
Hartley said. “It gives you
that very direct, firsthand,
look at the natural disaster
and how the folks are coping
with it.”

Waterbury representatives planning trip to Puerto Rico 
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Puerto Rico’s mountainous central region was hard hit by Hurricane Maria. As authorities
scramble to restore basic services to the island, residents in the sparsely populated interior
are likely to be some of the last to have power and water again.
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CHESHIRE — The Board
of Education adopted a re-
vised $72.1 million operating
budget for fiscal year 2018-19
Thursday night.

The revised amount re-
flects a $400,000 cut to Super-
intendent Jeffrey Solan’s pro-
posed budget and a 2.8 per-
cent increase over the cur-
rent budget, which the
board’s finance committee
proposed.

On Jan. 9, Solan unveiled a
$72.5 million operating budg-
et, an increase of 3.4 percent,
or $2.3 million, over the cur-
rent budget.

At a budget meeting Tues-
day night at Dodd Middle
School, board member Mar-
lena Soble said the $400,000
cut is in the best interest of
the district in light of the
state’s current fiscal climate.
For the same reason Soble
noted, the Town Council last
year slashed $700,000 from
the district’s current operat-
ing budget.

At Thursday night’s meet-
ing, board members wrestled
to agree on a vote that would
send the budget to the council
for further review and a deci-
sion.

In addition to the revised
cut, board member Adam
Grippo proposed an amend-
ment to cut $1.6 million from
Solan’s proposal. Grippo’s
amendment was seconded by
board member Anthony Pe-
rugini, who stated the majori-
ty of that amount could go to-
ward a reduction of the med-
ical claims reserve fund. 

Grippo explained that
more than $1.3 million of his
$1.6 amended proposal would
be geared toward not replen-
ishing the medical fund and
reducing its coverage from
4.8 months to three months.
“We can use the funds toward
other projects,” Grippo said.

Vincent Masciana, the dis-
trict’s chief operating officer,
said if the medical fund is de-
creased, the board may have
to propose a higher operating

budget for a future fiscal year
to make up for the loss.

Grippo also said about
$240,000 could be saved if the
three new elementary class-
room teachers were not
hired. 

“I feel these positions
needs to be filled, but with the
resources that we already
have,” Grippo said.

However, Grippo’s amend-
ment did not pass at Thurs-
day’s meeting.

“Maybe we can bring down
the medical fund,” board
member Kathryn Fabiani
said, “but I cannot, in good
faith, support such a drastic
reduction.”

In his initial proposal,
Solan requested a 3.7 percent
increase in certified salaries,
a 6.3 percent increase in non-
certified salaries, a 3.6 per-
cent increase in employee
benefits, a 0.8 percent in-
crease in support services a
1.5 percent increase in in-
structional expenses and a
2.3 percent increase in main-
tenance and operations.

The adopted budget in-
cludes a return to smaller ele-
mentary class sizes by filling
staff positions eliminated last
year, an extension of the
Bridges program that helps
students transition to middle
school and Chromebooks for
every student in grades 6-12.
Also included is elementary
world languages, which was
requested in the current
budget but was eliminated
during the final process, and
a controversial math coach
position, which would total
about $80,000 with salary and
benefits included.

Board member Neeta Vatti
opposed the math coach.

“We need to do more re-
search and make this more
collaborative between ad-
ministration and parents,”
Vatti said.

The board’s adopted
budget goes to the Town
Manager for review. Follow-
ing his revision. the budget
will be presented to the
Town Council, which will
vote to approve it.

School board adopts
$72.1 million budget
Cheshire spending plan is
2.8% hike over current one
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WOLCOTT — Town
Council Vice Chairwoman
Gale L. Mastrofrancesco
has announced she’s run-
ning for state representa-
tive in the 80th District,
which represents Wolcott
and part of Southington.

Mastrofrancesco, a Re-
publican, has served on the
Town Council for eight
years, six of which have
been as vice-chair.

Current state Rep. Rob

Sampson, R-80th District,
has filed paperwork to run
for state senate. He’s seek-
ing the seat of incumbent
state Sen. Joseph C.
Markley, R-16th District,
who is running for lieu-
tenant governor.

“I am proud and excited
to announce my candidacy
for the Republican nomina-
tion for state representa-
tive,” Mastrofrancesco
said. “Fiscal management
and strong leadership are
crucial in these difficult
economic times.”

Mastrofrancesco said
reckless state spending
has adversely affected
Connecticut towns. She
blames Gov. Dannel P.
Malloy and the Democrat-
controlled legislature for
towns like Wolcott and
Southington losing state
aid.

“Unless there is a dra-
matic change in course, this
will hurt everyone in our
community: senior citizens,
children’s education, busi-
nesses and jobs — and our
property taxes,” she said.

Wolcott council member to run for House
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Cheshire Board of Education members wrestle to adopt an
operating budget for fiscal year 2018-19 at a budget 
meeting on Thursday night held at Dodd Middle School.


